M SN 


TH, o. D. 
PUBLICA 10 or inis 


1 


PR EACHRD" a 


SAMUEL BLATC FORD. 
augen ar He CoNngc 


- . 


Aso or 


* 


* 


181 t OCTOBER, 1797. 


. 
* 


A 


* 


1 
9 


- = 
1 . * 
5 2 r 
VE s = > ag, T 
n 4 4 4 5 4 
— — 4 2 


= 


* 
8 . , 
4 fe. 9 
v1 758 


1 


ag * a G | 
£ | | | 


10 THE 


Rab. WILL 4 TITLE b. p. 


* 
* 
* 1 £ i 4 : * : 4 


; « 2 5 
4 et * * | . - 15 4 4 1 „ 
, | $:::& &'$ g * 0 : % 2 » 4 | 


R E Vs S 1 wy" Hol 7. 6 IN art 3:0 
JREVIOUS to 975 perten af5 you Tate 
Diſcourſe, delivered. before the F Epyſcopa! 
Convention of the State of Connefticut, 0 ma- 
ny and To various were the reports concerning i it, 
that I confeſs my curioſity was ſufficiently excited, 


to make me wiſh that it might be committed tO 


the Preſs. It was doubtleſs deemed of import- 
ance, by the Convention of the Clergy and Laity 
of your Church, that it ſhould be 1 they re- 
queſted a copy for the purpoſe, and have grate- 
fully. returned you thanks for the performance. 
It is now before the public. I have read it with 
conſiderable attention, and have my own opinion 
of its merits. You intended it, doubtleſs, as a de- - 
fence of Epiſcopal Ordination and Government ; 
and no man in the world will pretend to diſpute 


- your, right of attempting to defend your own opi- 
nions ;--for i it is high time to give up an opinion 


when it becomes incapable of defence : And had 

you, fir, reſted here, your Sermon would have 

aſſed without any animadverſions, and have 

peacefully 40 * its fathers % in the hands 7 
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« Epiſcopalians.” But you invite an inveſtiga- 
tion of the ſ{ubjeQ, by an inſinuation, at leaſt, that 
all who differ from you are perſons not in their 
„ ſober Jenfes,” that they are influenced by © pre- 
« judice,” and have neither © diligence, nor © can- 
dor, adequate to the importance of the inqui- 
ry. Lou tell us, that, in the judgment of the pri- 
mitive Church, all the Preſbyters on the face of 
the earth could not ordain one Deacon, nor one 
Preſbyter, and, much leſs, a Biſhop. You impli- 
cate in the charge of irregularity and madneſs al- 
moſt all the illuſtrious Proteſtant Churches abroad; 

the Churches of Germany, Holland, Switzerland, 


Poland, Hungary, Denmark, France, and your Own. 


country, Scotland ; and candidly deprive them, to- 
_ gether with all the Preſbyterian Churches of this 

country, of all claim whatever to the Promiſe, 
„ LOL IAM WITH YOU ALWAYS UNTO THE END 
&% OF THE WORLD;” fortheſe have none but Prel- 
byterian Ordination amongſt them: their firſt 
founders and reformers were Preſbyters; ſuch as 
Luther, Caluin, Melanflon, Bucer, Bugenhagius, 
and Knox; who ordained miniſters amongſt 
them, and from whoſe authority they miniſtered 


in holy things. They were once excommunicated, 


by the Church of Rome ; and, a ſecond time, by 
Dr. Smith. 


vad make your appeal t to ſources open to us 
all; and I am glad to hear you declare, “ that it 
is juſt as eaſy for one man or any number of 


emen to create a new world, as to inſtitute 2 new 


<« church, different from that inſtituted by Chrift.” 
Tf then, lit, Chriſt has inſtituted a Church, where 


are we'to look for an account of it Far in the 


Scriptures of the New Teſtament ? W here ſhall we 


find 
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find an authority for the obſervance of any rules 


or orders reſpecting it if we do not find it here? 
For I cannot conceive of the Inſtitution of a 
Church by JIEsus Cnxx1sT without ſuppoſing that 
the matter is not left ſo much at large, as to 
make it one thing in Rome, another thing in 7 
land, and a third thing in Scotland; for they are 
different from each other in their Conſtitution and 
Government. You ſay ſomething, indeed, a- 
bout „the exiſting records of innumerable Sees 
% throughout the world.” Theſe may prove that 
Epiſcopal Government is no new thing, and that 
you, fir, are not the firſt abettor of it; but, they 
will by no means prove, if it hath not its warrant 
in Scripture, that Epiſcopal government was not 
an human inſtitution, and that you may not have 
made ſome aſſertions, in the plenitude of your 
zeal, a little too bold and objettionable. 

You. have, doubtleſs, read Eccleſiaſtical) Hiſto- 
ry with an imagination filled with ideas of Patri- 
archs, Fathers, Pontiffs, Prieſts, Temples, Altars, 
Veſtments, Governments, and Rituals; and have 
applied all theſe, with a thouſand extravagancies 
connefted with them, to the ancient primitive 
Church; and, indulging your fancy, amidſt the 
witcheraftof words, you have luxuriouſly fed on Ec- 
clefiaſtical bombaſt, and been fairly glutted with the 
luſcious ſounds of High Prieſt, dioceſe, &c. Indeed, 
you appear to have formed very imperfe@ notions 
of the manners of primitive times, and the ſimpli- 
city of the "os ages of Chriſtianity. '* © The Ro- 
„% man Catholics, and, together with them, ſome 
other e have been always fond of 

en catalogues 
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„ Vid. Robinſon's Ecclevaftical Reſearches,” Hier of the 
Church of F 


e catalogues of names, and all the labours of their 
& hiſtorians have been directed to one favourite 
« point; that of proving a regular ſucceſſion, 
The thirty-fourth upon the liſt is Sylveſter, who 
& flouriſhed in.the reign of Conllantine ; but both 
e he and his predeceſſors were men of whom little 
is known but their names. Many of them were 
e tinctured with the errors of judaizing Chriſtians, 
and they kept their eyes leſs ſteadily fixed on 
&© the intereſt of the Redeemer's Kingdom, than 
& on Aaron's Rod that budded. An Hierarchy was 
the object which lay neareſt their hearts, and to 
& this attainment they chiefly direQed their la- 
„ bours. What the. Biſhop of Rome was in the 
6: city, other, Biſhops were in other parts of Italy. 
« The churches were, all of them, independant of 
te each other, and might have continued fo to this 
« day, had not their teachers inculcated a Jew 
% Chriſtianity, having in it the ſeeds of an hierar- 
„ chy, which firſt produced a ſacred order of men 
« in-imitation of the old Leviies; then ſunk, the 
© people to elevate the order: The order created 
& a maſter, like Aaron, whom each voter hoped 
eto ſucceed, and the whole iſſued in riots to de- 
« termine which of the pretended Aarons was the 
te true heir to the dignity, At length it was dil- 
covered, that Jeſus had given to Peter the Keys 
« of his Kingdom; That Peter had preached at 
« Rome; and that the Biſhop of that City was, 
e therefore, the undoubted Chriſtian Pontiff.“ 


Tuis ſpirit was by no, means peculiar to that 
age; it has rolled along from Prieſt to Prieſt, 
through, ſucceeding generations : it went from 
Rome to England, glanced at Scotland, and at 
length it came to America. We have ſeen it, all 

2 ett eee © Rubens 7 e MneRirbus 
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monſtrous as it is, in our own days; for you, fir, 
bave repreſented the government of the Church 
of Chriſt, to be © @ reflified continuation of the Ferw- 
&;/h,” and we are till, it ſeems, under 111gh Preets, 
Prieſts, and Levites ! W LORIN ; 


. Tuts needed ſome proof, and you have given 
N it. But I cannot tell whether it be meer artifice 
to blind the vulgar, or real unacquaintedneſs with 
your Bible, which led you to adduce it. As it is 
not however the only “ inſtance of the kind which 
occurs in your fermon, I rather attribute it to the 
latter. In order to make a Chriſtian Brſhop ſy-_ 


5 nonimous with a 5 7 High-Prieft, you tell us, 
that ** in the Engliſi- Bible we read High-Prieft ; 
W & but in the Greek (and the ſame in the Hebrew Bi. 
650 &« þle) it is Biſhop. Thus in Numbers iv. 16. 
5 & 2 Kings xi. 18. and in Acts xx. 28, and 
1 & in various other places both in the Old and 


« New Teftament.” T But it happens very un- 
fortunately for the cauſe you would ſupport, that 


"ff we do not read Hicu PRIEST in either of the texts 
1 you quote, And, what is ſtill extraordinary, the 


Hebrew ward in queſtion, is not in any one in- 
= Ffance, rendered High Prieſt throughout the whole 
35 3 Engliſh Bible. 9 i „ FECA ; | , 


Tur Hebrew word is EKU DATR, the plural 
1 85 of „ERV DAN, cuftos, inſpector, prefettura, viſitatio, 
7 and is evermore tranſlated in one or other of theſe 
ſenſes. It occurs twice in Numbers iv. 16. one 


. of the paſſages to which you refer : in the firſt in- 


1 * P- 13. The Doctor gravely informs us, « that Jehovah pro- 
2h, . nounced the Decalogue, i. e. the Ten Commandments, from the 
1 midſt of the burning, but unconſumed buſh on mount Sinai! 


I Note, p. 8. 


* 


ſtance rendered Epiſtopos, and in the other Epi. 
kope in the ſeptuagint: and I think you cannot 
better the Engliſh tranſlation of the verſe, © And 
* to the office of Eleazar, the fon of Aaron the 
<« prieſt, pertaineth the oil for the light, &c. 
and the over/ight of all the tabernacle,” &c. I 
write, however, with ſubmiſſion; for, if Elcazar 
muſt be a Biſhop, would it not look a little auk- 
ward to make him a Biſhop o oil for the light, and 
of the incenſe, and of the veſſels of the ſanctuary? for 
the honour of Prelacy, fir, would you not rather 
let him remain what he has always been confider- 
ed, a ſuperintendant or overſeer of the tabernacle, 


and of the veſſels of the ſanctuary, &c. 


Your ſecond reference is to 2 Kings xi. 18; 
here we have the ſame Hebrew word, tranſlated in 
the Greek verſion of the LXX. Epiſkopous ; and 
in the Engliſh Bible © Officers ;” * qui excubias 
agerent pro Templo, ne forte Baalitæ illud violarent. 
And were theſe men B:/hops ? If they were, there 
appears to have been always a neceſſity for ſuch 
officers, to prevent the Temple of the Lord from 
being polluted, by the deſtruction of its original 
beautiful ſimplicity, and the introduQion of inſti- 
tutions unknown to the great founder of it. 


| To end however all diſpute on this ſubject, I 
will refer you to the 2 Chron, xxxiv. 12, 17, where 
we have an account of certain Levites appointed 
to look after workmen, (Perſons, according to 
your idea, not arrived to the dignity of a Gentle- 
man in + Prieft's orders in the Epiſcopal Church) 

„„ But 


* Poli Synopſis Criticorum, in loc. Dr. Wilton's review. 
+ There ſeems to be great impropriety in the application 0 | 
. ee e oro +> 


But ſeeing they were only Levites, perhaps you. 
will not allow them the rank of Biſhops... And 
yet it is the ſame Hebrew, word which is here uſed, 
and which the Greek tranſlators have rendered 
Epiſtopoi, and our Engliſh tranſlators & overfeers.” 


Bur although the word Egiſtope fignifies, in the 
general, overſight and inſpection, and may apply 
either to a ſacred or a civil office, yet, I acknow- 
ledge, that where it occurs in the New Teſtament, . 
it denotes the miniſterial office. The perſons ſuſ- 
taining it preſide in a particular congregation of 
Chriſtians, and are diſtinguiſhed from others by a 
variety of names and charatters, all importing the 
ſame. with what we now underſtand by a, Goſpel 
Miniſter, and amongſt whom there is a perfect egual- 
ty, | 1 | | #71 Tae 

You 


the term the = to any Miniſters under the Chriſtian diſpenſa- 
tion. For this character had always a ſpecial reference to the 
laying and offering up of ſacrifices, which was the proper and 
diſtinguiſhing buſineſs of the Prieſts under the law. The office 
they ſuſtained, and the ſacrifices they preſehted, were merely ty- 
pical of the prieſtly office and expiatory facrifice of ama Chriſt. 

Since, therefore, He has once now actually offered up himſelf 
without ſpot to God, as the great Antitype of all the Jewiſh Sa- 
crifices, and ſtill ſuſtains the character in Heaven, of the Great 
High Prieſt of our profeſſion, there remaineth no farther occaſion 

for any other ſacrifices, and the office of Prigſts among men is no 
longer neceſſary, or to be confidered as a d:vrne inſtitution; | The 
New - Teſtament never ſpeaks of miniſters under this character, as 
diſtinguiſhed from other Chriſtians ; and it is derogatory to the 
honour of our Lord for any to aſſume it. When indeed the con- 
ſecrated Wafer came to be introduced as a real Sacrifice, by being 
tranſubſtantiated into the real Body and Blood of Chriſt, the de- 
luded Conſecrator might with ſame plauſibility fancy himſelf a 
Prieſt ; but ſince the doctrine of the ſacrifice of the Maſs, and of 
a real facrifice in the Eychariſt, are both now geherally rejected 
by Proteſtants; we may be well content to reſign the facer- 
dotal character to others, neither any longer calling our miniſters 
Prists, nor our Communion Tables Altars. © > 7 
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You remember the ſtory of a fond Mother who 
had two Sons, James and John, perſons of very 
amiable tempers, and one of them was the belov- 
ed Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt. She anxiouſly wiſh- 4 
ed the promotion of her Sons, and, miſtaking the f 
genius of Chriſt's Kingdom, interceded with him 
that they might ſit, the one on his right hand, and 
the other on his left, 1. e. that they might be ele- 
vated to ſome diſtinguiſhed rank, and enjoy a pre- 
eminence over their brethren. Here a proper 
opportunity was preſented, if any opportunity 
could have been proper to ſuch a deſign, for the 

| eſtabliſhment of a ſuperior order of Clergymen ; 
but he abſolutely refuſed to grant her requeſt ; and 
took an occaſion to addreſs all his Diſciples in 
words which ſhould ever live in our hearts, and 
make us cautious of going beyond our warrant ; 
« Ve know that the princes of the Gentiles exerciſe 
% Dominion over them, and they that are great exerciſe 
* authority upon them : but it ſhall not be ſo among ſt 
« you; But whoſocver will be great among you, let him 
“ he your miniſter, and whoſoever will be chief among 
6 you, let him be your ſervant ; even as the fon of man 
came not to be miniſtered unto, but to miniſter.” je- 
ſus Chriſt was always conſiſtent with himſelf : and 
we ſhould never forget that command, which, as 
the great Legiſlator of his Church, he gave to 
bis Diſciples; * Be not ye called Rabbi, for one is 
your maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are Brethren.” 
And accordingly, the firſt ſtate of the Church was 75 
that of popular freedom, a ſimple ſyſtem of fraternal mp 
order. This, fir, has been proved, beyond the 0 
power of diſpute, by ſeveral * Authors of the firſt #p 
character for © diligence and candor,” and who 
never 
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vid. Robinſons Eccleſiaſtical Reſearches. 
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never wrote ſuperficially upon any ſubject: a- 
mongſt whom, the learned Boehmer, whoſe labo- 
rious inveſtigations entitle him to univerſal _re{- 
pet, and whole excellent underſtanding gives him 
a claim to general credit, has fully proved, that 
the whole was a buſineſs of mutual eſteem, imply- 
ing no obedience of one to another, or any kind 
ol political ſubjection, to which, adds he, the 


Court of Rome, AND EVERY OTHER HYERAR- 


cay TEND.T He divides ancient Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory into three periods, and, to each, aſſigns a 
different ſyſtem, In the firſt period, which, in- 
cludes the three firſt Centuries, the union of 
Chriſtians was preciſely fraternal, ſubſiſting in eve- 
ry individual Congregation : that out of this exter- 
nal union aroſe one, which he calls external, uni- 
ting ſeveral Congregations together, and hence 
Communion, or Common- union: and the diſci— 
pline was a conſederate equality: no perſon. was 
compelled to join a Church; each was admitted, 
at his own requeſt, by the conſent of the whole 
Society; and, in caſes of removal from one Con- 
gregation to another, a letter of Teſtimony was 
the regular Introduction. Affairs were debated 
and tranſacted by all; whoever were excluded 
were excommunicated by joint conſent, and 


if they | repented and requeſted re-admiſſion, 


they were re-admitted in the ſame manner. 
Church Officers were voluntarily ſelefted for the 
ke n ð „„ 

4 1M? 3014733 OHCs © 1 6:': In 
1 Fraterno mare inter ſe agebant, ſemet invicem fratres appel- 
lantes—Hec interna unio facile producebat externam—quam 
catholicam dixere—Unio hæc omnis in fide vivida et veritate di- 
vina, non etiam in ſubjectione quadam politica quæritur, quam 
curia Romana, quam Epiſcopalis genius quam denique hierarchia 


quæ vis intendit. &c. Boehemeri Jus eccleſiaſtic, Proteſtant, tom, 
4. lib. 5. De ſciſmaticis. To TN 
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Is the third century, Jewiſh Theology drew off 
the attention of Chriſtians from the ſimplicity of 
Jefus and the Goſpel, and fixed it on an hierar- 
chy, particularly in the great and wealthy Church- 
es of Rome, Antioch, Alexandria, and Carthage. 
This introduced, by degrees, a ſecond period, and 
a4 new ſyſtem of Eccleſiaſtical Government, na- 
med by Boehmer, © the Epiſcopal Syſtem of Church 
« Law.” This period extends from the latter end 
of the third Century to the time of Charlemagne. 
The trouble of conſulting the people was now no 
longer neceflary ; ſacerdotal authority was introdu- 
ced, and as many principalities were ſet up as Bi- 


oopricks. 


Tux third ſyſtem, called the Papal, was in- 
troduced when the Biſhop of Rome aroſe above 
law, and became the ſole arbiter of all Eccleſi aſti- 
cal affairs: when he. claimed to himſelf authority 
over his Brethren, and all Spiritual Government 
was made to iſſue from him as from a common, 
though polluted ſource. It is from this foun- 
rain, fir, you are ambitious of drawing your author- 


Ity for the regular adminiſtration of miniſterial of- 


ſices: but you forget that you are a Proteſtant by 
profeſſion, and are unwarily forward to give ſta- 
bili:y to the dying life of a Church * have re- 
nounced. | 


Tur there 5 divine appointment to the office 
of the miniſtry, is an important truth; not at all the 
leſs evident becauſe it has been exploded by ſome 


who pretend to greater freedom of thought and 
enquiry than others. It is a diQtate of natural 
light and common reaſon ; that there ſhould be 

eee ener: ap ent eme 


+ Bockmeri Jus Eccleſiaſtic. Tom. 3. 
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ſome appointed to lead in the public offices of de- 
votion ; to inſtrutt, to admoniſh, to exhort, and 
comfort others. The circumſtances of the Church 
require ſuch aſſiſtance, and it is fit that proper 
perſons fliould be choſen to the office, who are 
duly qualified for ſuch ſervice, and inclined to de- 
vote themſelves to it. Nor can we, who believe 
the divine authority of the Scriptures, queſtion 
whether it be agreeable to the divine will, for a 
particular order of men to be ſet apart for this 
purpoſe, whilſt we find their diſtin work ſpecifi- 
ed and their qualifications deſcribed, the duties of 
the people towards them enjoined, and the con- 
tinuance of the Office to the end of the world 
plainly declared and provided for; and we re- 


joice in the condeſcending goodneſs of our divine 


Lord who “* gave ſome, Apoſtles ; and ſome, Pro- 
« phets ;-and ſome, Evangeliſts ; and ſome, Paſtors 
e and Teachers; for the perfecting of the Saints, for 
& the work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the 
« Body of Chriſt :” He appointed both extraord:- 
nary and ordinary Officers in his Church : The 
former, viz. Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, who 
were furniſhed with extraordinary gifts and pow- 
ers, for ſpecial purpoſes and ſeaſons ; the lat- 
ter, viz. Paſtors and Teachers, for ftanding uſe 
and benefit; and, as long as Chriſt has a Church in 
the world to be built up, ſo long there muſt be a 


ſet of men whoſe ſacred employment is to attend 


that momentous affair. Theſe Officers in the 


Church are frequently called Biſhops or Overſeers, 


Preſbyters or Elders; nor does any diſtinion be- 
tween theſe two appear in the New Teſtament, 


nor do we find the latter repreſented as an order 


of 


* Eph, iv, 11, 12. 
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of men ſubordinate and inferior to the ſormet. 
So that to thoſe who believe the word Prefbyter to 
be a name of Office, the identity of the Office de- 
noted by the names Preſhyter and Br/hop, one 
would think ſhould be very evident. Perhaps, 
Str, I am going over old ground when I ſuggeſt 
to you the following conſiderations ; but they are 
fo important and ſatisfactory, that I muſt not omit 
them ; and I hope I ſhall not be deemed wanting 
either in candor, or ſanity of intelleft, if I view 
them to be unanſwerable. | 


r es —- Sas A 


1ſt. In the firſt of Timothy, 3d chapter, the 
Apoſtle lays down the qualifications of Biſhops 
and Deacons, without ſaying any thing of Prel- 
byters ; whom it is not at all likely he would have | 
omitted, had they been a different fort of perſons . 
from thole intended by Biſhops. 


2dly. Tur Church at Phillippi t had but two 
orders of Church Officers amongſt them, viz. Bi- 
ſhops and Deacons, | 


zdly. Tur the name, work, office of a Preſ- 
byter and Biſhop are the ſame appears from Titus 
i, 5, 7. For this cauſe, I left thee in Crete, that thou 
ſliouldſt ordain Preſbuterous, Preſbyters in every city. 
Hany (that is to be ordained a Preſbyter) be blame- 
lefs:---For a Biſhop muſt be blameleſs. What force, 
or pertinence, or ſenſe, would there be, far, in this 
reaſoning, if Biſhop and Preſbyter ſignified perſons 
of a diſtin order 2 And how can it be ſuppoſed 
the Apoſtle would have expreſſed himſelf thus, if 
he had known any ſuch diſparity between them as 
you ſeem to imagine? | | 


P ˙ . «au << 


4thly. 
+ Philip. i, 1. 5 
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4thly. Tur Prefbyters of Epheſus are called Bi- 
ſhops, and to them the overſight of the Church in 
that place is committed. “ Paul ſent to Epheſus 
« and called Preſbuterous, the Preſbyters of the 
„ Church, and, when they were come, he ſaid, 
& Take heed to yourſelves, and to all the flock over 
« which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Eriscorous 
% Biſhops.” * 


;thly. However amufing your account may be 
of ſeſus Chriſt, as holding the Epiſcopate during 
his continuance in the world, and of his diſciples 
being elevated to that ſuperior order after his al- 
cenſion into Heaven, who, previous to it, Were 
Preſbyters, it appears that one of them at leaſt was 
altogether unacquainted with. it, or elſe had moſt 
unaccountably forgot it, 1 Peter v. 1,2. (P RES“ 
BUTEROUS) The Preſbyters among you I cxhort 
6UMPRESBUTEROS, who alſo am a Preſbyter ; feed 
the flock of God among you, acting the part of Bi- 
ſhops EPIScOOUN TES. They were to diſcharge 
the Epiſcopal office, and to perform all the duties 
belonging to it. 


Gthly. AcxEEABLyY to which, we find that Timo- 


thy had the miniſterial office conferred on him by 


the laying on of the hands of the Preſbytery, or 
company of Preſpyters or Elders, 1. e. Miniſters. 
And doubtleſs, Preſbyters (who are the only Goſ- 
pel Miniſters and Paſtors by Divine appointment) 
are in all ſucceeding ages empowered and author- 
ized to ſet apart qualified perſons to the ſacred 
office, there being no one duty enjoined upon Bi- 


ſhops from which Preſbyters are ſecluded, _ © 


Ichly. 


* Acts XX. I 71> 28. 
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7thly. Paul and Barnabas were themſelves or- 
dained by certain Prophets and Teachers in the 
Church of Antioch, and not by any Biſhop, diſ- 
tinguiſhed as ſuch; and can you, fir, reconcile it 
to yourſelf that Paul and Barnabas were irregular- 
ly ordained? Theſe conſiderations I ſubmit to 
our molt ſerious attention. They are taken from 


the higheſt authority; an authority which has al- 


ways the precedence with me ; before which my 
prejudices muſt bend, and from which, to be ei— 
ther a regular Chriſtian, or a conſiſtent Proteſtant, 
my opinions muſt be formed. It was the devout 
Chillingworth, I think, who exclaimed © The B. 
& BLE, the BIBLE, is the Religion of Proteſtants ;” 
admit this, ſir, in connection with a declaration 
you have already made, That it is juſt as eaſy for 
& one man or any number of men to create a new 
& world, as to inſtitute a new Church different 
& from that inſtituted by Chriſt ;” and Fathers, 
Councils, Popes, the imperfett and obſcure “ re- 
& cords of exiſting Sees,” will have but little com- 
parative weight in forming your judgment. 


You expreis ſome veneration for the Fathers, 
and have done us the favour of introducing Ter 
tullian, as ſaying it would be accounted madneſs 
for any to attempt, in the primitive Church, Preſ- 
byterian Ordination. You would have doubled 
the favour by giving a reference to the paſſage; 
for really, fir, if you mean this as conveying an 
idea of what was the Apoſtolic practice, you muſt 
not be angry if I doubt it. This, perhaps, you will 
think ſhould have ſome ſupport beſides conjec- 
ture : take it then as follows; * Dr. Raynolds of 
Oxfor a, whoſe extenſive acquaintance with the Fa- 

thers 


„ Neal's hiſt. Purit. vol. 1. p. 497; 
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thers you may know, declares the ſameneſs of Bi- 
ſhops and Prieſts, or Preſbyters, or that they have 
equal authority and power by God's word, to have 
been the judgment of St. Paul, Chryſoſtom, Je- 
rome, Ambroſe, Auſtin, Theodorus, Primaſius, The- 
ophilact, Oecumenius, Aenſelm, Gregory, Gratian, 
&c. And, ſays Mr. Towgood in his letters to Mr. 
White, 1 It is a well known, acknowledged, in- 
conteſtible fad, that Preſbyters, in the celebrated 
* church of Alexandria, ordained even their own 
* Biſhops, for more than two hunderd years, in the 
* earheſt ages of chriſtianity.” 


To which I will add the following from Dr. 
Nathanael Lardnert * There were at the very for- 
e ming ſuch ſocieties, or ſoon aſter, appointed in 
e them officers and miniſters, called B:/tops, or 
& Elders, or Paſtors, or Teachers; and Deacons : 
e men who had been approved, as perſons of in- 
« tegrity and capacity for the work to which they 
% were appointed. The peculiar work of the for- 
«© mer of whom was to preach the word and feed 
<« the flock of which they were overſeers, with 
+ wholeſome and ſound dodtrine and inſtruction, 


4 to reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-ſuffer- 


„ ing, and doctrine. Of the latter,” viz. Dea- 
© cons, the peculiar work, according to the primi- 
tive inſtitution, was the ſerving tables, and ma- 
king a prudent and faithful diſtribution of the 
e ſtock of the ſociety, and theſe ſocieties were to 
© be examples to the world around them.“ 


C | Tus E 


+ Towgood's Letters, p. 198. | 1 
T Lardners Credibility. Introduction to vol. 1ſt, Part, 2d. firſt 


ition. 
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Tursk authorities, to which a great many more 
might be caſily added, will authorize me to doubt 
of the truth of the ſentence attributed to Tertu]- 
lian, until I gain further evidence. Not that the 
ſentiments of Fathers are of any weight with me; 
when they are expreſsly contrary to ſcripture : 
and it might be eaſily proved they were fo in ma- 
ny inſtances.— The language, however, uſed by 
ſome perſons on this head ſeems to intimate, that 
it is eſſential to the truth of chriſttanity, to main- 
tain all opinions held by them; but ſuch perſons 
forget, that, according to the * fundamental prin- 
ciple of Proteſtantiſm, we muſt bring the ſentiments 
of every claſs of men to the ſame Teſt. And you 
Sir, would hardly be perſuaded to hold as true eve- 
ry thing which Tertullian himſelf aflerted ;' for it 1s 
certain he committed many grofs blunders. Seve- 
ral of them were collected by Dodwell in his diſ- 
ſertations upon Frenæus; to which I refer you. 
In matters of faith and Chriſtian Government there 
is nothing certain but Scripture only. And had 
thoſe who profeſs Chriftianity always taken its au- 
thority only for the rule of their practice, we ſhould 
not now have had to lament the unhappy diviſions 
which ſubſiſt in the Church; nor would Inhdels 
have had any reaſon, on this account, to inſult us 
by pointed Satire and profane Scoffs: nor ſhould 
we have heard you invade the ſacred prerogative 
of Jeſus Chriſt in aſſerting the power which Bi- 
ſhops of your Church are ſaid to poſſeſs, of com- 
municating the Holy Ghoſt by the act of laying on 
their hands upon heads frazl as their own; and 
of delegating an authority, to duſt and aſhes like 

them- 


* Vid. Wilton's Excellent Review of the Articles of the Church 
of England, 
+ Vid. Alſo Tertul. Advers. Jud. cap. 8. 


* 
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themſelves, of forgiving and retaining the ſins of 
whomloeyer they pleaſe. Ned 


Bur, Sir, we will not be thought to miſtate the 


matter. Theſe then arc your words The form 


: ' g „Iker EI EY 
by which they, 1.e..the Apoſtles, ordained'others, 


/ 


was that by which Jeſus had ordained them. Af, 


ter having imparted tothem, his holy Spirit, he 
lifted up his hands and, Melfzd them, Jo, in like 
manner, the Apoſtles and their , ſucceflors, 44 
ways bave done, do at ths day, and. will do to the 
end of the world; ſay ing, at the inſtant, of laying 
on of hands after the example and by the author 
ity of Jeſus their Lord Receive thou the Holy 


Ghoſt. Whoſcſoever, fins thou: doſt remat, tlic are e 


matted ; and whoſeſoever ſins thou doſt retain, they are 


retained,” 5*,Profane beyond all profaneneſs (ſays 
5+ Dr. Clark) is the doQrine of thoſe who contend 
« thatthe Apoſtles themſelves, much leſs that any of 
their fallible ſucceſſors had a diſcretionary power 
& of forgiving Sins.“ But really, fir, I cannot diſco- 
ver whether, in the quotation I have juſt made from 
your diſcourſe. the ignorance or the profanity of 
the thing be the moſt prominent. I can forgive 
you the former, but having never received Epiſco- 
pal, Ordznation.--I muſt refer you elſewhere for 
the pardon of the latter. The Jews had right no- 
tions of the matter when they ſaid, who can for- 
give Sins but God only. Sin, you know, has been 
repreſented as the worſt of all evils---the prolific 
parent of all miſery---It reduces us to compleat 
wretchedneſs in, this life, and leaves us a prey to 
everlaſting torments in the next.---O ! the Hor- 
ror of that worm which never dies, and of We 
I ne e 4. _.--- which 


5 
+ _# — 


ke Dr, n Clark's Sermon, vol. 8. Sermon 1 7. 
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which is never quenched ! Eternal burnings who 
can bear !---The apprehenſions of mankind in all 
ages have been awfully excited by the dreadful} 
conſequences which attend it : hence repentant 
groans, and penitential tears; hence the moſt anx- 


i tous enquiries, and the moſt fervent prayers; hence 
| faſtings and mortifications of the body. This made 
' the Publican ſtand afar off; and, ſmiting upon his 


breaſt, exclaim, “ God be merciful to me a Sinner” 
---this brought the Jailor before Paul and Silas 
when, © he ſprang in and came trembling, and fell 5 
« down and faid, Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved,” 5 
Wo, this Sin, which has ſo much diſturbed the 4 
tranquility cf the human foul, and broken the re- 
pole of the world this Sin, can be eaſily remitted. 
| God has inveſted Biſhops with the tranſcendant by 
power of forgiving it, and given to them authority | 
to tranſmit the divine peculiarity to thoſe on whom 
they Mall lay their hands! Favoured mortals ! % 
What ſacrifice can J make too great to enjoy your 3, 
friendſhip ! Like the ambaſſadors of Palermo at 
the feet of Pope Martin IV. behold me before you 
--adopting their language as well as'their poſture, 
thrice tepeating---* Thou that takeft away the Sins 
« of the World have mercy upon us. O ſhame to hu- 
man nature! What idea muſt men form of a reli- 
gion which gives even the ſhadow of encourage- 
ment to fluch attions as theſe ? But, Sir, in your 
ſerious judgment do ybu believe your Bifhop' Far- 
zes can forgive Sin? or any or all the Br/hops in 
the world can forgive, any, the leaſt fin---and on 
vour dying bed, would abſolution from any mor. 
tal calm the perturbations of conſcience, and poſ- 
ſels your mind with a fortitude equal to the ſtrug- 
gle ?---Would you riſque. your acceptance with 
Cod another day on this ground? Has it virtue 
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enough to infure an acquittal then, and to ſtop the 
progreſs of an exact ſcrutiny into thoſe things 
which have been done in the body ?---I bave too 
good an opinion of your judgment to ſuppoſe it 
And if Biſhops have not thts power what is the cer- 
emony of delegating the authority but an outrage 
upon the decency, of common fenfſe---a wilful tri- 
iling with the molt ſacred of all ſubjetts---a pro- 
fanity at which you ſhould bluſh. ns 
turns aſide her face and weeps.--- Chriſtianity ! 
But Chriſtianity bas nothing to do with 1t---the 
Chriſtianity taught in the Scripture knows nothing 
of ſuch a power given to any but to the twelve 
Apoſtles, of remitting and retaining Sins, and in 
order hereto they were furniſhed with adzlity of di- 
cerning Spirits and were inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt 
- -thefe powers ceaſed with them! ein theſe they 
have had no ſucceffors---and wherever the knowl- 
edge of the forgiveneſs of Sin is now communi— 
cated, it is by the Spirit of God witneſſing with our 
& Spirit that we are the Children of God.” 


Taz Alergſſors of the Apoſtles dowever, you fay 
have always ſaid at an Ordination © Receive thou 
* the Holy Ghoſt Sc.. Here, Sir, we ſhould have 
been thankful for ſome proof. -a bare aſſertion 
cannot be accepted where a circumſtanee of ſo 
much importance is involved--Are the Fathers 
ſilent upon the ſubjett! ? Does Eccleſiaſtical Hif- 
tory give you no information reſpecting it ? muſt 
we receive it entirely on your own credit ? It is 
roundly afferted that “the Apoſtles and their 
« ſuccefſors have always done it”- -You can have 
no objettion to prove it. And in order to aſſiſt 
you, I recommend to your peruſal “ a vindication 


© of the Ordination of the Church of England by 
Bp. 


Bp. Burnet, printed 1688,”--- * This form was 
never uſed, never known in the Chriſtian Church 
for the firſt thouſand years; was never attempted 
to be introduced, till the eleventh or twelfth Cen- 
tury, which every one knows to have been a peri- 
od of the deepeſt darkneſs, ſtupidity and oppreſ 
lion the 'Church ever felt. 
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Mornings, a learned Prieſt, has publiſhed, x- 
teen of the moſt ancient ritztale, or forms of Ord:-, 
nation uſed in the Church, from the earlieſt ages 
of Chriſtianity in which any are found. In the 
ſeveral changes and additions under which: theſe 
forms have ſucceſſively paſt, is ſeen how the ſpir- 
it of fuperſtition gradually wrought : Every age 
adding ſome ridiculous rite or extravagant claim 

to the inventions of the former, till it grew to the 
, preſent enormous mals in the Roman Pontifical. 
But it is extremely obſervable that, in not one of 
the firſt fifteen rituals (from the fifth to the twelfth 
Century) doth the form now uſed Receive the 
| « Holy Ghoſt ; whoſe ſins, &c.” appear. It is the 
q laft only, the faxteenth, (which Morinus takes to be 
| about three hundred years old at the time he wrote) 
which aſſumes to itſelf this power. Yea, amidſt. 
the pride and intoxication of this corrupteſt State 
of the Church, there ſeems to have ſo. much ſenſe 
and modeſty remained, as to make it boggle at a 
claim ſo extravagant as this; for the learned. 
Prieſt obſerves, that in two other Pontiſicals of the 
ſame age, this form Receive the wy Ghoſt, &c. 
Was not found.” | x 
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Havixc gone thus far you will excuſe me, 
Sir, if I notice another paragraph in your dif- 
courſe as extraordinary as any. © Thus the un 
« znterrupted ſucceſſion in the line of Biſhops, 
from the days of our Saviour down to the pre- 
e ſent day, is the great Palladium of the Apoſtol- 
ic Church, and nothing can overthrow it,“ © e. 
even the gates of Hell ſhall never prevail againſt 
+ it,” It was this Apoſtolic uninterrupted ſuccel- 
„ ſion planted by Chriſt, watered by the Holy 
% Ghoſt, and to which the Father hath promiſed 
„ abundant increaſe,” &c. I hardly know what 
you mean by “ unznterrupted ſucceſſion which Chriſt 

ei glanted and which the Holy Ghoſt watered.” I ſay, 

I hardly know, becauie you profeſs yourſelf--a 
Proteſtant Clergyman. Was I remarking upon a 
Sermon of a member of the Romiſh Church, I 
ſhould know how to underſtand you ; but your 
Church can have no pretenſions to authority from 
thence. However, I will ſuppoſe you mean that 
there has been a ſucceſſion of Romz/h Biſhops, from 
the days of our Saviour, or ſoon after, down to 
to the preſent day ; but, you mean more than this, 
when you intimate that this Line has been water- 
ed by the Holy Ghoſt, and planted by Chriſt, and 
received the promiſe 'of abundant increaſe from 
the Father. For, if either of thoſe circumſtances 
be neceſſary to the continuance of the Line(which, 
being of ſo high importance to the Church as to 
conſtitute 1ts Palladium, muſt be a pure one) why 
then, Sir, it is a mere broken rope of ſand; and 
all your ingenuity cannot umte the particles. It 
has been interrupted ſo often by Hereſy---by im. 
morality, and by uſurpation, that it is very ſtrange, 
that in this day, and in the character of a Proteſ- 
tant top, you ſhould attempt to make any thing 
40 
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of it. Have no circumſtances of immorality and 
uſurpation interrupted it? 
* , 


Can you trace any thing of the planting of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, or the watering ol the Holy Ghoſt, in 
the influence of the two fiſter-proſtitutes Marozia 
and Theodora, who had, by their political and am- f 
orous intrigues, the Roman Mitre at their diſpo- 1 
ſal, and rewarded with it the moſt ſtrenuous of * 
their lovers---a holy part of the Line truly, when 
the Baſtard ſon, the Grandſon, and the great ” 
Grandſon of Marozia, a rare genealogy, were ſeat- 2 
ed in the chair of St. Peter! At nineteen years 
: of age, the ſecond of theſe became head of the Lat- 
in Church; his youth and his manhood, ſays a 
celebrated Hiſtorian, were of a ſuitable complex- 
ion, and the nations of Pilgrims could bear teſti- 
mony to the charges that were urged againſt him in 
2 Roman Synod, and in preſence of Otho the 
great, Is there no truth in his blaſphemous in- 
vocation cf Jupiter and Venus ? In his open fim- 
ony ? In his licentious purſuits of gaming and 
hunting ? In the blood which he ſhed, and the 
flames which he kindled ? Did he not live in pub- 
lic adultery with the matrons of Rome, and was 
there any thing Apoſtolic in this? Was not the La- 
teran Palace turned into a ſchool for Proſtitution ? 
Were not his rapes of virgins and widows ſo 
common that female Pilgrims were deterred from 
viſiting the tomb of St. Peter, leſt in the devout 
att they ſhould be violated by his ſucceſſor ! And 
this fir is a part of that Palladium of the Apoſtolic 
Church of which you boaſt. 
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Wiru the feelings of a man, and the virtue of a 
Chriſtian, my heart ſickens at the recollection ad 
Wees OTE | the 
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the characters of Benedict IX. Sylveſter III. and 
Gregory VI. the hiſtory of whoſe lives, written 
by Platina, a Roman Catholic Biographer, con- 
tains the moſt monſtrous things. * Indeed, fir, in 
tracing the line of Roman Biſhops, their murders, 
their adulteries, their inceſt, and the moſt diabol- 
ic attempts at magic, increaſe ſo faſt upon me, 
that I mult refer you to the Palladium itſelf, beg- 
ging you to excuſe me from the taſk of detailing 
a ſeries of crimes, of which Nero would be aſha 
med, and at which Caligula would bluſh ! 


Have no circumſtances of hereſy inte rrupted it? 
The XIX. article of the Church of England de- 
clares the true Church of Chriſt to be, * 4 Con- 
&« gregation of faithful men, in which the pure word 
& of God is preached, and tie ſacraments be duly 
& adminiſtered according to Chriſt's ordinance in all 
ce thoſe things, that of neceſſity, are requiſite to the 
% {ame,” and has there not been, for ages, a depar- 
ture from the pure word of God in the Church of 
Rome? Have thoſe perſons any claim to be a 
Church of Chriſt whoſe dottrines are a ſubverſion 
of Chriſtianity ? Can thar line of Biſhops be worth 
your attention, which has maintained Image 
worſhip, Tranſubſtantiation, Purgatory, and the 
lawfulneſs of praying for the dead, and to them; 
and, whatever may be his pretenſions, can a Bi- 
ſhop, by whoſe authority ſuch doctrines are 
taught, and ſuch Idolatries practiſed, can ſuch a 
Biſhop be a Chr:/tizn Br/hop 2 Is he not an Apol- 


tate, 
D 


* Ignavi canes et inutiles. Portenta a quibus ambitione Petri 
et largitione ſedes occupata, potius quam poſſeſſa: monſtra quz-_ 
dam; poſthabito Givino cult : ſæviſſimi Tyranni. Platina, in 
Vit, cum. | 


tate, and have you not broken Communion vith 
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him as ſuch? can Ordination from ſuch an one be 
valid ? and, whatever powers he might originally 
poſſeſs, did he not loſe them the moment he chang- 
cd the truth of Ged into a lie? If not, fir, are you not 
a wanton, Sciſmatic in proteſting "gains a Church 
whole authority you acknowlege ? Does not the 
homily which every Clergyman in the Church of 
1 ſolemnly {ubſcribes, declare that fo far 
rom the Church of Rome being a true Church that 
&« for nine hundred years paſt nothing can be more.” 
Strange indeed |! that you dare boaſt, that from this 
idolatrous, this antichriſtian Church, you derive, 
by Ordination, your miniſterial powers, and talk of 
your deſcent in an uninterrupted line from this old 
withered Hag': this bloody and adulterous wo- 
man, who has been ſo often drunk with the blood 
of the Saints. But, if circumſtances of acknow]l- 
edged hereſy in a Church which for a thouſand 
years paſt has had nothing of the nature of a true 
Church, according to the declaration of your hom- 
ily, if fuch circumſtances could interrupt it, it is 
not that thing of continued perfection you would 
have us ſuppoſe ; and your claims under it are 
mere chimzras, more fitting to the fancy of a re- 
cluſe, all warped by ſuperſtition, in the darkeſt 
ages of Chriſtianity, than to be gravely boaſted ot 
by a Clergymanin the cloſe of the eighteenth cen- 
tury. You will believe me wiſhing to do you all 
poſſible juſtice ; amongſt then, .a multitude of 
opinions of Divines of the Church of England to 
the ſame purport, 1 will beg leave to ſelett the fol- 
lowing from Chillingworthi to ſhew you the ſenti- 
ments and the reaſoning of members of your own 
communion upon this ſubject. Chillingworth, 


you know, was a very famous champion for the 
Churct 


—— — 
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Thurch of England ; but he knew better than to 
claim under the idea of an uninterrupted line of de- 
cent; he ſaw the ab{urdities in which ſuch a claim 

* ould involve him, and he wine avoided them: 
Take any one, ſays he, in the whole train and 
* fucceſſion of ordainers, and ſuppoſe him, by rea- 
* fon of any Gelett, only a ſuppoled, and not a 
& true Prieſt ; then, according to your dottrine, 
© he could not give a true, but only a ſuppoſed 
& Prieſthood ; and they that receive of him, 
„ and they that derive it from him, can give 
* no better than they received; receiving noth- 
ing but a name and ſhadow, can give nothing 
* but a name and ſhadow ; and fo, from age, to 
age, from generation to generation, being equi- 
vocal Fathers, beget only equivocal Sons; no 
<< principle in Geometry being more certain than 
this, that the unſuppliable defett of any neceſſary an- 
* tccedent, muſt needs cauſe a nullity of all thoſe con- 
« ſequences that depend on it. In fine, to know this 
one thing, you mult know ten thouſand others, 
+ whereof not any one is a thing, that can be 
© known, but only at beſt a high probability that 
dit is ſo: ſo that the aſſurance hereof is like a 
machine compoſed of an innumerable multitude 
of pieces, it is ſtrangely unlikely but ſome of 
* them will be out of order, and yet if any one 
be ſo the whole fabric falls to the ground. And 
* he that ſhall put them all together, and mature- 
„ly conſider all the poſſible ways of lapſing and 
% mullifying a Prieſthood in the Chureh of Rome 
6 I believe will be very inclinable to think, that 
* 1t is an hundred to one, that among an hundred 
* ſeeming Prieſts, there is not one true one: nay, 
* that it is not thing very improbable, that among} 
© thoſe 


Ce 
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c thoſe many millions, which make up the Ro- 
„% miſh Hierarchy there are not TWENTY true.“ 


Bur, if you will forgive the abuſe of language, I 
will hes that this line of ſucceſhon of which you 
are ſo tender, was planted by Chriſt and has been 
watered by the Holy Ghoſt, through all the immor- 


_ alities, uſurpations and hereſies that belong to it ; 


that nothing has interrupted it, and that the gates 
of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. I will ſuppoſe 
it to be the Palladium of the Apoſtolic Church? 
I do not, I believe, miſrepreſent you by Rating 
theſe as your Principles. Why then, fir, you 
are not Eccleſeaſtically ſprung, you prove yourſelf 
and all your brethren, the Biſhops, the Preſby- 
ters, and the Deacons of your Church, to be 
merely LaxvuEN. The Church of Rome is 
right, in pronouncing you to be a company of 
common unconſecrated perſons, and altogether un- 
qualified for performing any holy office in the Chriſ- 
tian Church. And every argument you bring in fa- 

vor of the neceſſity of an eccleſiaſtical deſcent, in 
order to the right of ordaining miniſters in Chriſt's 
Church, is an argument given to Rome to vindi- 
cate the propriety of her judgment reſpetting 
you. Have, you forgotten that you were all ex- 
communicated, and ſtill remain in the ſame ſtate. 
The year 1535 proved fatal to your claims under 
Apoſtolic deſcent; for it was then that excommu- 
nication was pronounced by the lineal ſucceſſor of 
St. Peter upon King Henry VIII. and his whole 
kingdom : The line here was compleatly bro- 
ken, and a diſannulling of all powers and privi- 
leges, whatever they were, immediately took 
place. 


—— —— 


* Cullingworth's reply to the Jeſui:. 
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place. Thoſe who give, you will allow have 
power to take away, Henry and his Clergy thot' 

to, and, after ſome indecent ſquabbling between 
them, he aſſumed to himſelf all the ſupremacy of 
the Church of England, and the Biſhops reſpett. 

ively took out commiſſions from the crown for their 
exerciſing of ſpiritual juriſdiction, within the 
realm, during the King's pleaſure, “ and in their 
« commiſſions they acknowledge all fort of ju- 
„ riſdittion, as well eccleſiaſtical as civil, to have 
„ flowed originally from the regal power as from 
% a fupreme head, and a fountain and {pring of 
all magiſtracy within his own kingdom.” * Thus 
Cranmer, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Bonner, 
Biſhop of London, &c. took out commiſſions 
from the crown to ſanttion their engaging in what 
you deem the peculiarity of the Epilcopal char- 
atter ; their commiſhons importing, that “ be- 
** cauſe Cromwell the vicegerent (a Layman,) 
could not perſonally attend the charge in all 


parts of the Kingdom, the King authoriles the 


* Biſhop in his, (that is the vicegerent's,) ſtead, to 
++ ordain within his Dioceſe ſuch as he judged 
„ worthy of holy orders, to collate to benefices, 
and to execute all other parts of Epiſcopal au- 


* thority ; and this during the King's pleaſure 


only.“ 7 This, fir, is the foundation of your true 
claims : You claim under the authority of a Lay- 


man, and the line of ſucceſhon is no more to you 


than to me, nor is it neceſſary to either. Henry's 
aſſumption of ſuch unbounded power over reli- 
gion, is a Circumſtance, to be ſure, we can never 
vindicate, and his trampling upon the rights of 
CON- 


* Burnet's Hiſt, Reform, Part. zd. p. 91. | 
+ Vid, Examination of the Codex Juries, &c. pages 32. 33: 
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ſcience places the ſpring of your Eccleſiaſtical au- 
thority in no very pleaſant point of view: an an- 
ecdote will explain my meaning.“ When Henry 
« attempted to make himſelf head of the Church, 
« for which it ſeems he was deſirous of having the 
© conſent of the houſe of Convention, a fort of 
«© Parliament of Clergy, he ſent ſome Noblemen 
4 to ſtate the buſineſs, and to take their anſwer. 
„The Bifhop of Rocheſter objected to make the 
King head of the Church, and aſked, “ what it 
& the King ſhould alter religion, where is our 
& remedy ? What if he ſhould oppreſs us, muſt 
„ we ſue to the King againſt himſelf ? What 
< if a Woman, or an infant ſhould ſucceed to 
„the Crown, can they be heads of the Church? 
„ This would be to make the Church no Church, 
* the Scripture no Scripture, and at laſt Jeſus 
© no Chriſt.” The Clergy felt this, and ſent the 
King word, that © they would agree to his be- 
* ing head of the Church as far as was agree. 
* able to the word of God.” When the Noblemen 
« returned with this anſwer to his Majeſty, and 
told him, the Clergy would agree to his de- 
% mand as far as was conſiſtent with Scripture, 
„ the King fell into a violent paſhon, and ſaid 
< with an oath to the Noblemen, „Go back a- 
« pain, and let me have the buſineſs done with- 
Out any as fars and fo fars. I will have no as 
« fars nor no ſo fars in the buſineſs : but let it be 
* done, “ and 1 it was done accordingly. 


— 
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Arras the 558 of Henry VIII. his ſucceſſor, 
Edward VI. maintained the ſame juriſdiftion in 
the Church; and, in the firſt year of his reign, all 
who held offices were required to come and re- 

n new 


——— 


* Robinſon's Dis. XII. 
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new their commiſſions. Among the reſt the Bi- 

ſhops came, and took out ſuch Commiſſions as 

were granted in the former reign, viz, + To hold 

„ their Biſhopricks during pleaſure, and to em- 

* power them in the King's name, as his Delegates, 

to perform all the parts of the Epiſcopal Func- 

„ tion, and Cranmer, the Arch-Bifhop, ſet an ex- 

« ample to the reſt in taking out one of them.” 

What pretenſion to Divine Inſtitution was there 

in all this? Vet upon this footing Prelacy was ſet- 
tled in England; and I challenge you, fir, or any 

man, to produce documents that its foundation 

hath ever been altered for the better, or ſettled 
upon the authority of Scripture or Divine Infti- 

tution. Indeed, I have never met with any Pro- 
teſtants who have pleaded for Epiſcopacy in your 
fenſe of it, but ſuch as neither underſtood the 
fubjeft nor themſelves, I could fill volumes with 
Teſtimonies againſt your Divine Prelacy from 

Epiſcopalians the molt eminent for learning and 

piety ; men who loved it as much as you gan, but 
who, either honeſtly denied the neceſſity of it, or 
frankly confeffed it was not founded on Scripture ; 
ſuch were Cranmer, Therleby, Cox, Redman, Whit- 
gift, Coſins, Low, Bridges, Hooker, Downham, Mil- 
tet, Maſon, Sutcliff, Chillingworth, and a multitude 
of others. From Scripture, it is certain, you can- 

not bring one argument which will ferve your 

cauſe: But perhaps you may from the Fathers: 

Tho' fir, I hold to the entire ſufficiency of Scrip- 

ture, yet I ſhould have no objeQtion to follow you 

into this ground ; and I will prove that Clemens 

Romanus, (An. 66) Ignatius, (An. 116) Polycarp, 

(An. 117), Juſtin Martyr, (An. 150) Irenæus, 

( An. 180) 


+ Hiſtory Reform, the: SSL. 
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(An. 180) Tertullian, (An. 200) Clemens Alex- 
andrinus, (An. 204) Origen, (An. 226) Cyprian, 
(An. 240) Baſilius Magnus, (An. 370) [erom, 
(An. 385) &c. held the identity of the office of 
Preſbyter and Biſhop in the Apoſtolic ages; that 
ſome of them account for the riſe of Epiſcopacy ; 
ſpeak of it as a Novelty ; defend it for the honour 
of the King, and place 1ts eſtabliſhment to cuſtom 
and not to divine inſtitution. I have, fir, their 
authorities before me: and I will conclude this 
Letter, which is already drawn to a much greater 
length than I at firſt intended, with a quotation 
trom one of them. 


«© Tye Apollles having diſcourſed concerning 
* the Biſhops, and deſcribed them, declaring what 
&« they ought to have, and from what they ought 
“ to abſtain, omitting the order of Preſbyters, de- 
& ſcends to the Deacons; and why ſo, but be- 
& cauſe between Biſhops and Preſbyters there 1s 
* no great difference, and to them is committed 
&* both the Inſtruttion and Preſidency of the 
& Church ; and whatever he ſaid of Biſhops agrees 
& allo to Preſbyters. In Ordination alone they have 
gone beyond, and in this only they ſeem to de. 


6 Foun the Preſoyters.” 4c 
9 0 64 


Covi» a Preſbyterian Miniſter ſay more? 
I am, Rev. Sir, 
Wich great ſincerity, 


Yours, &c. 


In prior Ep. ad Tim. Hom, XI. Chryſoſtom. 


* * + 


